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Business is a little slack here now. 

Everybody is asking everybody what they think winter will be. But that is a matter everybody does 
not know. 

Wm. N. Burton is home again, after an extended business trip to the Beaver islands and other places 
along the route. 

Thomas Armstrong lost a very valuable horse a few days ago; cause not definitely known. 

Mr. Armstrong has harvested the first crop of buckwheat ever sown on the Manitous. 

August Beck, George Hutzler and George Haas are in Traverse City with beef cattle for sale, and 
buying their winter supply of goods. 

Your correspondent, in company with R. Kitchen, made a flying trip to the Beaver islands last week, 
Mr. Kitchen going to attend the board of supervisors. I will give a little description of our trip, as we had 
to make a rather circuituos trip to get there. We first left the South Manitou Sunday, Oct. 4th, by the 
handsome little steamer T.S. Faxton, arriving that same night at Traverse City. Remaining there over 
night we again took passage on the same boat, arriving at Harbor Springs in Emmet county at 2 p.m. the 
same day, stopping at the Commercial house, kept by N.G. Cassel, a man who knows how to entertain 
and accomodate. His house is handsomely situated in full view of the harbor and in close proximity with 
the G.R.& I. depot. Just back of the village and upon a high prominence, is situated the school building 
from which one has a commanding view of the lake, bay and village. The following morning we engaged 
passage on a Northern Transportation steamer Lawrence, for the Beavers via St. Ignace, Mackinaw and 
Cheboygan. St. Ignace is a very handsome village of about 3,500 population, situated in Mackinaw 
county, and surrounded by a very good farming country and also by much lovely and picturesque scenery, 
such as lovers leap, a very high, perpendicular rock overhanging and in full view of the lake. at the base 
of which is what is know as the Devil’s Kitchen, a cave in the rock. Other sceneries are there, and very 
handsome too, such as Sugar Loaf Rock, etc. We then called upon old government fort Mackinac, an 
exceedingly beautiful place. It is situated on the island of Mackinac. Thence we went to Cheboygan, a 
village of about 4,000 population in Cheboygan county. It is a very fine town and seemed full of business 
and life.  

 Nearly all places of business are brick giving the town a lively, thrifty and business like appearance. 
We also met several severe snow storm and flocks of wild geese on their way south looking for warm 
weather. While at St. Ignace the train came in from Marquette way with a covering or two inches of snow 
on the roofs of the cars, and it was reported that at Marquette they already had five inches of snow. We 
finally arrived at St. James, the county seat of Manitou county, which was the object of our destination. 
People subsist there chiefly by farming and fishing. Leaving St. James, my friend, Mr. Kitchen and I were 
under the painful necessity of parting as he had not completed his business, and the rest of the trip was 
lonesome and dull as Mr. K. is a jolly, juvenile fellow and I hope he will arrive home safely. 

(transcript) 


