Chaprter Three: The Ann Arbor Railroad

sheet ice. Accordingly, she ook on Sarvte Marie ([0S exiea [rrovisions, and went on alone. She sultered
turther damage to her starboard serew working through the Straits. but made the rest of the tip without
exceptional dithiculty, She Lay off the Leelanau peninsuls for the maght of the 31t and at 9:00 AM, on
February Ist steamed o Franklort for the int ome, amid general rejoicing,

O arrival, it was discovered that ANy Arsor No. 6, as & consequence of not being designed for che
Ann Arbor, was too broad aft to ht che slips. Minor alwerations had to be made i a ship, atwer which she
was brought m. Again, her hopper cars, now empry. were taken off and replaced wich tull so that her stern
could be upped up for repairs of her screws. By February Sch, this had been accomplished and the ship was
ready for service.

Her troubles were by no means over. since on arrival at Kewaunee on the following day, her tracks
proved to be an impertect ht tor the apron. A car was deratled during unloading, bur quickly re-railed.
During loading. however, the cur ot cars being pur on the starboard center rack was derailed wirh
cansiderable damage 1o the stern of the ship, pasticularly ta the emergency steering gear. which was put o
of commission

Since the winter of 1917 was one of the few vears when Lake Michigan has been frozen solidly from
shore to shore, che firse few months of service of ANy Arpokr No. 6 were a continual chain ol involvements
with the ice. By spring, she had broken 33 propeller blades. The company concluded chat her screws were
oo weak for the service and replaced them with heavier propellers, atrer which she had no particular
diffic llll}'.

The second trip of ANN ArBok No, 6 was one of her worst. On her return from Kewaunee about
LM AN, on February Tleh, she became mired m s windrow and could not extricate herselt, After about
two hours, ANN Arsor No, 5 arrived w0 help her, but was also frozen in. Atrer noon, the wind shifted and
Axy Arsor No, 3 arrived to begin working the ships our of the ice. The three ferries, led by ANn Arbog
No. 5, proceeded slowly through the ice toward Franktorr. Their othcers had high hopes of making it. bur
thev encountered another windrow abour rwo miles off the pierhead. Any Anaonr No. 3 warked for abour
another mile unol she was unahle either 1o advance or reverse. The other two feerics, which were following,
her single hle, could not advance around her, and were alse made fast by the ice. There in windrowed ice
piled o heights of 41 feer in spots, they remained for more than a week, Windrowed ice shifts very casily
with changes in the wind, and when the westerly winds abated on the 19th, Any Arnor No, 4, mbound
from Manistique, was able 1o work Ann Arror No, 5 free. ANy Arsor No.o 6 made 10 back to Frankfors
[h‘.' Nnext ‘l"." mwn il.l'\‘.\ llr.“fl .\:hl.’ Il.ld Nll‘lll‘\'! i“” Kl"v'- Aunce

[n spite of her troubles in her fise vear, AN Areor No, 6 turned i more than 40,000 smiles,
Figures of well over double this magnitude were eventually 1o be turned m by che car fernes, but for a
]4-mi|c-pvl-huu: ship, beset with technical problems, i was a creditable pertormance. By 1922, she was
curning in over 35,000 miles per year, and in 1927 and 1931 racked up over 65,000

As teathe increased in the 192005 the railroad decided 10 rebuild the Asx Arpor No. 3, which was
now the senior member of the Neet, T 1922, she was sent (o Manitowac to be |cn£_{:h.;ncd AR feet and be
u‘-cn;_'il‘u'\l. .\l)(' !:;n‘ inhl'liln_l wiy |1un/um.l| \nmpnun«_] cngi[:c\ I.rnnm Ih«; LW Wi mdcn fcrnc\. 7:1" [ thc WS
sow given instead a pair of triple expansion engines, plus two new Scorch boilers. When she appeared in
1923, she had 1400 horsepower, sull barely halt of whar the later Ann Arbor terries could produce. She
could make 13 knots, one less than ANN Arsor Nos, 5 and 6. Her low speed was particularly a prablem
on the long Manistique run, on which she required eight hours, instead of the seven ot che later boats,

As ANN ArBOR NO. 3 was being lengthened, Axx Arsor No. 4 had what was, with the exception
of the loss of ANN ArBOR No. |, the railroad’s greatest disaster. On February 13, 1923, Axn Arsor No. 4
left Frankfort at 8:20 PM. for Kewaunee in a light snow, but on calm seas. About an hour and a half our, a
gale blew up, from almost dead ahead, reaching velocities of around 80 miles per hour. Waves reached the
hurricane deck and the ship rolled severely. Meanwhile, the temperature fell quickly, sinking lower than 20



The Great Lakes Car Ferries

degrees below zero. As the ferry rolled and pitched, her cargo of 19 cars began to come free. By this time,
Axn Arsor No. 4 had been equipped with a wooden sea gate, far less substantial than the steel ones built
originally on the later ferries. The one box car loaded with automobiles came free and pitched over the
stern at about 2:30 ALM., carrying the sea gate along wich it. The caprain, Charles Frederickson, was in a
nice dilemma. The sea was so enormous that he could no longer make any headway into it, and his stern
was now unprotected if he put abour to head for Frankfort. In addicion, putting about required him to put
his broadside to the storm, which was sure to loosen his cargo on the car deck even further.

Caprain Frederickson had no choice but to put about around 4:00 A.M. and try to reach Frankfort.
That he did so ac all was a fear of seamanship, and the ship came within an ace of going the way of
MarQueTTE and Bessemer No. 2 (1), being lost with all hands. First mate Axel Frederickson ordered
the gates on some of the 17 hopper cars aboard opened to prevent any more cars going over the stern.
Although the coal on the tracks cut down movement of the cargo, most of the cars were derailed, and one
broke through the deck, narrowly missing the escape valve of the port engine. Had it put the engine out of
commission, the ferry would almost surely have been lost. The crew managed to bring the car wheels away
from the valve and kept both engines in operation. Either the waves, which now poured in at the stern, or
the loose cargo, broke many of the stanchions, ruptured the steam connection ro the whistle and loosened
the stack.

From 5:00 A.M. Purser Ferris McKesson sent out an 5.0.5., and maintined radio contact with
Frankfort. The extreme cold had caused fog o rise from the water, and visibility was now very limited. The
terry had been so rossed about that her position was doubtful, but Caprain Frederickson believed that he
had her on course for Frankfort. He was right, and at 7:00 A.M. he found himself bearing down on the
south pier. He ordered the ship hard to port to make the harbor entrance. She had taken so much water
that she was about five feet lower than normal, particularly at the stern. She had, by this time, so litde
way that she did not respond well to the wheel. As she reached the piethead, a wave ook her up and then
plunged her to the bottom, breaking off her starboard screw entirely, and damaging her rudder badly. The
captain ordered her full speed ahead and managed to bring her just inside the pierhead. The sea drove her
hard on the south pier, just as a monstrous wave swamped her completely. She settled within minurtes in 22
feet of water in the channel alongside the south pier. Engineer Morris Dahlgren and his crew emerged from
the engine room seconds before it was flooded.

Even then, her crew's troubles were not finished. Reaching shore in the storm was still ahead of
them. The Coast Guard offered to put a breeches buoy aboard and get them off on the north pier, but
they preferred to string a line along the south pier and work their way through the anchor ice to the shore.
Many of them had frozen extremities, and at least two had broken bones from accidents on the car deck.
All doubtless accounted themselves lucky to be living, as indeed, they were.

Both the Pere Marquette and the Grand Trunk had cancelled their sailings in the storm, although the
Crosby Line operated. The interference with car ferry sailing caused a brief coal famine in the Wisconsin
ports.

The winter of 1923 was so severe that nothing could be done to raise Axx Arsor No. 4 undil spring.
In fact, between March 19th and April 4ch, the Ann Arbor had ro suspend even normal operations by rail
and ship because of the severity of the weather. The railroad commissioned the Reid Wrecking Company
of Port Huron to raise the sunken ferry. A cofferdam had to be built across the stern, and when it was
completed, the ferry was reHoared on May 21, 1923. Five days later, after minor repairs in Frankfort, ANN
Arsor No. 5 and the wg Arerie towed her to Manitowoc for drydocking. She could hardly have been
in worse condition, and had to be rebuilt extensively. She was given entirely new cabins, and a new pilot
house, raised a deck above the former one. She was not ready for service again undil Ocrober 7, 1923, In
the interim, the railroad chartered PEre MARQUETTE 17 to fill in for her.
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Axy Arpor No. 4 ended her worst disaster sunk by the south pierhead at Frankfort in 1923 (Dowling
collection). Once again, she was repaired, and emerged, below, with a new superstructure (McDonald
collection).
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