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Girl Is Stricken, Coast Guard Plane Saves Her Life 
Chicago, March 25 – Coast Guard headquarters here today disclosed that one of its air patrol 

detachments had taken time out from its work with ice-breakers on Lake Michigan to rush a little 
girl from her ice-bound island home to a hospital for an emergency operation.   

The call came by radio from the South Manitou lighthouse near the north end of the lake 
yesterday to the Traverse City, Mich., detachment headquarters. It said that Patricia Beck, 13, 
was suffering from acute appendicitis. 

Lt. Com. N. N. Nelson took off at once and made a successful landing on ice-bound South 
Manitou and brought Patricia back to a Traverse City hospital. 

(transcript) 

Note: Patricia Beck was the daughter of William F. (“Willie”) Beck and Vernus 
Savage. 


